DURGESH NANDINI 
ince, has been sent by the Mughal Emperor, 


Singh, a Raj 
га to stop , the Pathan ruler of Orissa, from capturing 
Bengal. While sheltering in a temple, he meets Du Nandini, the 
daughter of a Bengali nobleman and falls deeply in love with her. 
Unfortunately, her father is a sworn enemy of Jagat Singh’s father. 
In this climate of war and hatred, their love must survive. 
Durgesh Nandini is an adaptation of a novel, written by Bankim 
Chandra Chattopadhyay (1838-1894). Hugely popular when 
published in 1864, it is the first ever novel in Bengali. 
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Ж: DURGESH NANDINI 


A STORY BY BANKIM CHANDRA CHATTOPADHYAY 


$ UDAYANA 


LATE ONE SUMMER AFTERNOON, DURING EMPEROR 1 
AKBAR'S REIGN, A RAJPUT YOUTH WAS RIDING 
FROM VISHNUPUR % ТО MANDARAN*. 

ы 


THE EMPEROR HAS ў = - 


SENT US HERE TO REGAIN }== 
ORISSA FROM KATLU KHAN... Í „7 | 


\ 
Ди š 
At LEBEL. 
ыы; ) T — = 
| 


DURGESH 
NANDINI 


= = = А а = == 
..Амр KATLU KHAN N SUDDENLY, THE SKY DARKENED. 
© OUT ТО TAKE BENGAL) f © 

AS WELL --. НМ.М.М > 


THEN IT STARTED POURING. 

| MUST SEEK SHELTER 
SOMEWHERE . BUT 

I CAN’T SEE ANYTHING... 


Ан! 
А TEMPLE! 


© TAA IAI TIT UA CTE DI осғағыс СҰ QENE А! 4 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


| THE YOUTH DISMOUNTED, TETHERED HIS 
| HORSE AND RAN UP TO THE TEMPLE. 


| PLEASE, DON’T BE AFRAID! 
AS LONG AS | AM HERE You 
ARE SAFE.1 AM А RAJPUT. 


THANK ЧОИ, SIR! WE CAME 
HERE TO WORSHIP LORD 


“eae 


SHAILESHWAR. OUR ATTENDANTS 
MUST HAVE SOUGHT SHELTER 


| [AS THE OLDER WOMAN SPOKE, THE 
| YOUTH GAZED ЯТ THE YOUNGER ONE. 


| 


IS SHE AN ANGEL? 4 
А FAIRY -. OR 
A GODDESS...2 


DURGESH NANDINI 


YOU CAN TELL HIM THAT THE | 
PRINCE ОҒ AMBER, JAGAT SINGH, 
SON OF RAJA MAN SINGH, WAS 
YOUR ESCORT. 


| 


THANK YOU, SIR. BUT WHEN МУ 
MASTER, THIS LADY’S FATHER, 
ASKS US WHO BROUGHT us 
BACK WHAT SHOULD 
| TELL HIM 2 


OH, GOD! DID 
IT HAVE To 


[| ме won't, 
PRINCE. 


AHS VOICES ! | THINK 
OUR ATTENDANTS 
HAVE RETURNED. 


PLEASE DO NOT 
| TELL ANYONE YOU 
MET ME HERE. 


2. MAY | KNOW WHOM 
| HAVE HAD THE PRIVILEGE 
OF MEETING 2 


NO, SIR. чочр 
BEST NOT KNOW FOR 
THE PRESENT. BUT... 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА DURGESH NANDINI 


| Е IF YOU COULD MEET | | COULD ! АТ THIS VERY МІМІА ! ARE YES, WE ARE. 
| МЕ SOMEWHERE AFTER/ SPOT! AND IF 1 AM YOU IN WE’RE 
FIFTEEN DAYS, NOT HERE, YOU MAY THERE ° COMING ! 
PERHAPS... PRESUME THAT | AM WAIT ! 
в NO MORE. 


(не CAPTURING FORTS Y BUT WE CANNOT | 
[OR CONSTRUCTING THEM | DO A THING TILL 
|WHEREVER НЕ САМ. АТ | SYED KHAN | 
|THE MOMENT НЕ 15 АТ) JOINS US WITH 
DHARPUR NEAR GARH HIS MEN. A 
4 


E 


MEANWHILE JAGAT SINGH HAD REACHED HIS 
FATHER’S CAMP AT BURDWAN. 


JAGAT SINGH TELLS US THAT 
KATLU KHAN HAS LEFT ORISSA, 


ж 


MAHARAJ! WITH YOUR PER- 
MISSION 1 CAN DRIVE OUT KATLU 
KHAN WITH JUST FIVE THOUSAND 


SOLDIERS. - | | 


WE CAN. WE CAN STOP THESE 
INROADS. MY PLAN 16 TO 
SEND A SMALL ARMY OF... 


FAREWELL, MY 
DIVINE BEAUTY ! WILL 
1 EVER SEE YOU 

AGAIN 2 


TILOTTAMA RETURNED HOME | Ë` 
-ТНЕ HOME WHERE SHE Нар |||: 
SPENT SEVENTEEN YEARS О 
| HER LIFE. THE HOME WAS 
THE SAME BUT TILOTTAMA 
HAD CHANGED. AND VIMLA 


BRAVO | | HAD TEN THOUSAND 

MEN IN MIND. YOU SAY YOU 

NEED ONLY FIVE THOUSAND. 
YOu MAY GO AHEAD. А 


7 `.“ мном I° \ 
А VAIN Ý HE TRYING ТО, 
| BOAST! г. IMPRESS? 5- 


сина 


МІМА , WHY 
DIDN’T YOU TELL 
HIM WHO WE ARE? 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


[a 


FEW DAYS LATER AT GARH MANDARAN = 


УЕ 


WITH YOUR COMPARATIVELY SMALL 
FORCE YOU CANNOT SURVIVE BY 


HE HAS THREATENED TO 


K. LIKE THREATS. — 
| 777165) А 
4 v 
[sep А, 
Ж (= 9 


| RAJA VIRENDRA SINGH, DO 
|чой KNOW THAT А 

|GREAT BATTLE BETWEEN Ж >` 
| THE MUGHALS AND 2 
| THE PATHANS 15 ІМ 
THE OFFING 2 


50,1 UNDERSTAND, 
GURUDEV ! ВИТ 

1 PLAN ТО 
REMAIN 


Se” 
А 


ARE YOU JOINING “THE: 
PATHANS THEN 2 
1 WOULD HAVE Вит 


| FOR KATLU KHAN’S 
AUDACITY. 


REMAINING NEUTRAL. 


| HAVE NO CHOICE. YOU KNOW 
PLL NEVER JOIN MAN SINGH! 
IF | HAVE TO TAKE SIDES, 
ГР PICK THE PATHANS. 


ATTACK US IF І DON’T 


JOIN HIM. AND | DON’T TO JOIN HIM. 


1 1 HAVE REFUSED ) 


WHO STANDS BEFORE 
ME AND WHO HER 
YOUNG MISTRESS 152 


TILOTTAMA , THE 


А WEEK LATER, AT THE SHAILESHWAR 

TEMPLE — 
ТАМ VIMLA. SHE 15 

TODAY, MAY | KNOW | DURGESH NANDINI * 


DAUGHTER OF RAJA | | 
VIRENDRA SINGH OF | | 
GARH MANDARAN.- 


DURGESH NANDINI 


Q RAJA VIREDNRA SINGH! 
а MY FATHERS SWORN 


ENEMY! ОН МО! 


ІТ 15 VERY 
DIFFICULT... 
UNLESS... 


Рсошо 1 МЕЕТ НЕЁ 
JUST ONCE MORE, 
VIMLA 2 15 IT 


Жыр 


[/..- 40u COME WITH АТ MIDNIGHT 2) | 
| || ме то тне Fort. / \ ике a THIEF? 


TONIGHT ! ше»: | 


CERTAIN RESPECT АТ 


THERE 15 NO OTHER WAY, 
PRINCE. BESIDES, YOU'LL 
BE MY GUEST. I COMMAND 

THE FORT. 


_ А 


[AS JAGAT SINGH AND VIMLA WALKED TOWARDS 
баен MANOARAN — 


VIMLA,! SUSPECT YOu 
ARE MORE THAN A 
MERE MAID. 


SSH! 
FOOTSTEPS ! 


= DAUGHTER (NANDINI) OF THE MASTER OF THE FORT ( DURGESH) 


АМАК СНІТБА КАТНА 


DURGESH NANDINI 


1 THINK WE 
ARE BEING 
FOLLOWED. WAIT 
HERE WHILE 


НЕ CLIMBED UP А TREE TO LOOK AROUND. 


HE WON'T WAKE 
UP AGAIN! 


I COULD SEE THE PUG- 
REES OF TWO MEN SOME 
DISTANCE AWAY. CAN 
YOU GET ME TWO 
SPEARS FROM THE 


А) 


THERE ISA Ë 
NOTE NEAR | Ü 
HIS 
TURBAN! 


FOLLOW THE ORDERS 


VIMLA HURRIED TOWARDS THE FORT, 
ENTERED THROUGH A SECRET DOOR... 
oy VS 


| 


OF THE BEARER 
OF THE NOTE. 
—KATLU KHAN. 


[my MASTER HAS REFUSED 
Ifo TON KATLU KHAN. PERHAPS 
THE KHAN HAS PLANS TO 

| TAKE REVENGE ON HIM 
LET'S HURRY IN. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


eT ХЕ | [UMLA LED JAGAT SINGH то тиоттама"в 
ІН ДА сам HAPPEN AS LONG һә | =| | Room. 


< 1 AM HERE. 


DURGESH 
NANDINI! ! 


$ LEAVING JAGAT SINGH | 
24 


-- ИМІА CAME HE IS A GOOD MATCH. 
TO THE TERRACE. 


A NOW | HAVE TO 
n / MAKE VIRENDRA 
SINGH AGREE. 


" Don’t SHOUT, MY DEAR 
LADY! | AM USMAN KHAN, 
KATLU KHAN’S NEPHEW 

AND RIGHT HAND. 


YOU KEPT THE 
SECRET DOOR OPEN 


OH! BUT HOW DID 
YOU ENTER THE 
FORT г 


DURGESH NANDINI 


NOW DO ME ONE MORE FAVOUR. 
PLEASE GIVE ME THAT KEY. 


BY THE TIME 


е» TYING YOU UP 
I FINISH... 


MY TROOPS WILL 
BE HERE. 


LEAVING VIMLA ON THE TERRACE, USMAN 

KHAN OPENED THE SECRET DOOR AND 

LET IN HIS TROOPS. 
= 


ш 

|MEANWHILE, VIMLA HAD MANAGED TO 
|FREE HERSELF. SHE RAN TOWARDS 

| VIRENDRA SINGH'S ROOM, 
быы ew рт 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


[BUT THE PAANS НАР ALREADY OVERPOWERED НМ. 


= = 
U 


THE PATHANS HAVE CAPTUR- 
D THE FORT AND IMPRISONEDI 
RAJA VIRENDRA.WE MUST 
ESCAPE BEFORE THEY COME 
HERE. ж-1 


LE 


w М, Ñ 1 | f > 2 
i и Қ ! , | [CARRY HER AND COME 
Г OUT WITH МЕ AS NN 
ban. All ? N 
| 


DURGESH NANDINI 
I 


++» TEN MORE CAME I. AND... 


... BUT AS НЕ FELLED ОМЕ.-. 


A |VIMLA CAME OUT WITH TILOTTAMA. И 
; | а ТІ PLEASE DON’T ВЕ AFRAID. 
L \ ІЛ? YOu ARE QUITE Sare АН 

! WITH ме. Ж л 


ТНЕУ’'КЕ 
HIDING UNDER 
THIS BED! 


аЙ { | 
| VIRENDRA SINGH, VIMLA, TILOTTAMA AND 

| JAGAT SINGH WERE TAKEN TO A NEARBY 

š | FORT WHICH HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY 

(4 | каташ 


13 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


w sss - - 
FAREWELL, 
BELOVED, 


7 
NO! |! WILL SEE THEM 


' BEHEADING you!...1T WILL à 


STRENGTHEN ME... 
\ TEACH МЕ ТО ВЕ 
MERCILESS... 


GO AWAY, 


г I'LL AVENGE | 
YOUR DEATH 


мч 


VIMLA ! 


` 
X 


I 
/ 


MAY GOD 
BLESS you! 


— | 


LORD. 


| AS THE EXECUTIONER’S AXE FELL ОМ THE 
UNFORTUNATE VIRENDRA SINGH, VIMLA 
DID NOT BAT AN EYELID. NOR DID SHE 


| SHED A TEAR. 


IN A WAY 1 AM THE 
ROOT CAUSE OF ALL 
YOUR MISERIES. 


DURGESH NANDINI 
[LATER, AS SHE WALKED TOWARDS HER ШІ 
| QUARTERS, USMAN FOLLOWED HER. 


I AM SORRY, | | 
I DIDN’T KNOW чои | | 
СЦ WERE RAJA 


| EVENING AND SHOW IT Af 
TO THE MAN í 
WEARING AN 
IDENTICAL RING. 
HE WILL WAIT FOR 
YOU HERE... 


Дъ а 


(LATER, VIMLA SLIPPED INTO THE ROOM 
WHERE TILOTTAMA WAS KEPT. 1 


МІМА, WHAT HAPPENED 2 V NOTHING HAS 
YOU LOOK... YOU LOOK. HAPPENED ТО / 
Он... TELL ME l = ME, CHILD. 


(AND TAKE чои Ф 
| оит ок THIS W 
FORTRESS. | 


АМАК СНІТКА КАТНА 


KATLU KHAN HAS 
BEHEADED MY 

HUSBAND... A SHORT 
WHILE AGO. 


(--- BUT MUCH HAS 
HAPPENED AROUND 


= 
МЕ. HUSBAND 2 


MY FATHER 19 
NONE OTHER 
THAN 


— f 
— = 


STE. FATHER WAS FORCED TO LEAVE 
HER EVEN BEFORE | WAS BORN. 
\ 


| ; таты Ы ӨТМК! 
| ДҮ MOTHER BELONGED ТО A LOW 
| 


Кы 
| 4 ! ? ДІМ м 


“ж 


ж „А? б 54) 
та 90% 


(“AND THERE | МЕТ A HANDSOME 
| PUPIL OF HIS WHOM | MARRIED THREE | 
YEARS LATER. 


| 


A ¿ 


\ 


ж-е” - л ашшы айл тты е" 
“WHEN І GREW OLDER,/ WAS REUNITED N 

‚ WITH MY FATHER AFTER MY MOTHER’S 
DEATH. НЕ WAS AT DELHI THEN. 


DURGESH NANDINI 


on = 4 
(aur т WAS А SECRET MARRIAGE 
BECAUSE MY HUSBAND НАР A DAUGHTER N 
Ву AN EARLIER MARRIAGE. 


YOU KNOW, GURUDEV, THAT PF 
1 HAVE А DAUGHTER. WHO 
WILL MARRY HER ONCE 

\ MY MARRIAGE TO 
VIMLA 15 


VIMLA WILL THEREFORE, I AM 

ACCOMPANY МЕ AS A WILLING, 

COMPANION FOR MY FATHER. 
DAUGHTER . 


вит „чоч LIVED WITH 
US ALL THESE YEARS! 
\ WHO 15 YOUR 
|N HUSBAND, VIMLA 2 
А PO 1 KNOW HIM 2 


` saa а Е. 


iB 


AND THUS MY 
MARRIAGE REMAINED | ——— — 

A SECRET, 
TILOTTAMA 


le 


те 
Еч т 


р. 
+ 
| 


YOUR HUSBAND... 1 | {ТАКЕ HEART, МУ CHILD...) ГЕ 
MY ЕЙТНЕК...0--. OH, MY POOR ami | 


ОН... ММА! 


| Увв,чои ро! 
| мч HUSBAND 
15... МДФ... 
YOUR FATHER, 
TILOTTAMA! 


АМАК СНІТКА КАТНА 


YOU ARE ІМ KATLU 


MEANWHILE, UNKNOWN ТО THEM, 
KHAN’S FORTRESS. YOU 


JAGAT SINGH HAD BEEN SAVED 
FROM THE JAWS OF DEATH BY Ң WERE HURT 50 WE 


BROUGHT YOU HERE. 
>, 


| 

| THE TENDER CARE OF 

| AYESHA , KATLU KHAN’S 

| DAUGHTER. 

|/ WHERE AM 12 мну . 


[ АМ 1 НЕКЕ 2 WHERE 
А ARE THOSE РАТНАМ52 


7 


USMAN 15 WAITING 
OUTSIDE ТО GIVE 
YOU THE NEWS. 


ТАМ АЧЕЅНА, | | WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
KATLU TO RAJA VIRENDRA 
KHAN’S SINGH AND HIS 

DAUGHTER. FAMILY 2 ARE THEY 
үт SAFE ° 


ae = 
МО, МО! ГАМА 
PRISONER HERE. | 
BUT WHO ARE You? |! 
/ 


YOU ARE NOT 


— 


ГА 


RAJA VIRENDRA HAS N | 

BEEN EXECUTED. HIS 

| How IS ваза DAUGHTER 15 TO WED 
VIRENDRA ? AND KATLU KHAN. | HAVE 

w COME WITH АМ Í 


OFFER FROM НІМ. 


HIS DAUGHTER? 


DURGESH NANDINI 


| WE KNOW THAT YOUR FATHER | нат WOULD MEAN 
15 PLANNING TO ATTACK US z? BLOODSHED, AND 
TO BRING US UNDER THE = CERTAIN DEATH 
MUGHAL RULE. < | FOR You! WHY 
| DON'T You 
PERSUADE HIM 
To ENTER INTO 
A TREATY WITH 
use 


LET THE MUGHALS 
LEAVE ORISSA 

ALONE AND WE’LL 
GET OUT OF 
BENGAL. 


| 


USMAN 11 CANNOT) 
ASK MY FATHER | 
ТО BETRAY 

THE EMPEROR. 


= ІҢ)! БУ IF YOU DO NOT ACCEPT 
HIS OFFER, KATLU KHAN 
oor: “ӨЗА | HAS ORDERED ME то 
а фа LOCK. YOU UP IN А 
CELL. 


NOT BEFIT A 
PRISONER. 


иа 
DO 50, BY 
ALL MEANS. THIS 


COSY ROOM DOES 


АМАН СН!ТВА КАТНА DURGESH NANDINI 


Р. JOIN YOU АТ GURUDEV'S ў ОН, MOTHER! 
COTTAGE AS SOON AS 
| FINISH MY LITTLE 
JOB WITH THIS! 


| MEANWHILE, TILOTTAMA! TAKE THIS 
| VIMLA WAS BUSY | RING AND WAIT OUT- 
| WITH HER PLAN. | SIDE THE ТЕМАМА.А 


J... SHOW HIM THIS RING AND 
[ HE WILL TAKE YOU OUT OF THIS 
\ FORTRESS. GURUDEV WILL BE 

WAITING FOR YOU 
OUTSIDE. 


BUT, WHAT ABOUT YOU? 
WHY ARE YOU DECKED 
OUT IN ALL THIS 
FINERY 2 


MOTHER SAID, THIS 

RING WILL HELP 

ME TO ESCAPE. 

BUT WHAT ABOUT 
нме 


DON'T YOU KNOW THERE ARE 
FESTIVITIES GOING ON TONIGHT г 
AM GOING TO MEET KATLU KHAN. 
«ЕНЕ ASKS ABOUT YOU, I'LL TELL 
HIM YOU WILL COME LATER. 


AROUND MIDNIGHT, TILOTTAMA LEFT HER | |QUTSIDE, THE MAN SENT ву USMAN | 
ROOM QUIETLY. [ KHAN MET HER. q 
| г YES, LADY, WHERE pO W PLEASE ТАКЕ ME 


YOU WISH TO GO? TO PRINCE JAGAT | 
SINGH. 


DURGESH МАМПІМІ 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА 


a 


—— -- 1 | 
- шы! 


SHE IS TIL... | MEAN 
VIRENDRA SINGH'S 
DAUGHTER. 


ALITTLE LATER, AYESHA ENTERED THE 
ROOM. w 


| 
| 


Д! ра | | ТЕК. 
l д у # 
at (ie | Р 
| Whi ү ! ЕО» 
СТ) / } 0% ! [ 
ғы | --27 kl === 


YOU HAVE COME он 
TO THE WRONG 
ROOM. PLEAGE 
| GO AWAY. 
| /— — 
| 


AND THE NEXT MOMENT, TILOTTAMA ЕТ 
FELL IN А SWOON. [ ч 
т 


АМАК СНІТКА КАТНА DURGESH NANDINI 


1 GIVE YOU MY WORD THAT | TAKE HER WITH You, MAY | ASK WHAT | ЕГ ONLY THE NAWAB наз 


1. ARRANGE AN ESCORT | | AND SEE THAT SHE'S 
FOR YOU BEFORE DAWN. =} | COMFORTABLE. 
Вит, NOW YOU MUST 


BRINGS THE % THE RIGHT TO ASK 


NAWAB'S g THAT QUESTION. 


DAUGHTER TO © э T 
HIS PRISONER 2 ` 

AND AT THIS 

UNSEEMLY HOUR? 


AFTER TIOTTAMA AND THE MAID LEFT — ` 


WHY DID YOU HURT THE BUT THE ONE 
| FEELINGS OF THAT SHE 15 GOING 
POOR GIRL 21 COULD TO MARRY 
SEE AT ONCE, THAT 16... 
SHE LOVES You, 
WORSHIPS YOu! 


THEN LISTEN! THE 
PRISONER 16 МУ 
CHOSEN LORD. 


AND TILL THE DAY | 
| BREATHE MY LAST, МО 
OTHER MAN WILL EVER! 
OCCUPY THAT | 
PLACE IN my | 
HEART. 15 | 
THAT CLEAR? | 


/ AS THE NAWAB’S 
GENERAL, | AM 
ENTITLED ТО AN 
EXPLANATION. 


---- - —— — — гтт-- ез н -- -- — — - - 
| (С..чочк FATHER! | [VAST THEN USMAN ENTERED. | WHERE 15 | BUT THE NEXT MOMENT AYESHA SOFTENED) [AYESHA LEFT THE ROOM AND USMAN 
| TILOTTAMA Š | | KHAN FOLLOWED HER 3 И 
THE GUARD TOLD PLEASE PARDON ME, BROTHER. дат = 
\ МЕ... AYESHA, | | WOULD NEVER HAVE DISCLOSED 
YOU? HERE P | | MY SECRET НАР | NOT BEEN 


DRIVEN TO DO IT. 


к=——_/ 
MEANWHILE AT БЕДА 


KATLU KHAN'S 


AMAR CHITRA KATHA 


Se (AH, VIMLA! YOU ARE 


ENCHANTING. 


ENTERED THE FORTRESS! 
THE NAWAB HAS BEEN 
ATTACKED. 


[IN A PANIC, THE GUARDS RUSHED IN, | 


| LEAVING THE GATE: 
WALKED OUT. 


5 OPEN. VIMLA 
[— a 
NOW | MUST 


AND MY 
FATHER. 


JOIN TILOTTAMA | 


[MEANWHILE THE DYING NAWAB HAD SENT 
FOR JAGAT SINGH. 


PLEASE... FORGET... 
AND FORGIVE... 
THE PAST... 


DURGESH NANDINI 


PLL TRY MY | 
BEST.IF YOu | 
GIVE uP 
WHAT YOU 
HAVE TAKEN 
IN BENGAL... 


MY SONS... ARE... 
YOUNG... PROMISE 
МЕ A TREATY... 

PLEASE. 


2171 REQUEST YES... YES. BENGAL N FATHER, YOU HAVE 
| EMPEROR AKBAR TO - AKBAR'S...ORISSA | SOMETHING MORE TO 
МУ SONS"... YES SAY TO HIM, 
+s THANK... REMEMBER 2 


The 


... THE DAUGHTER OF МІ... 
VIRENDRA... SINGH... IS 
| we PURE... LIKE МЯ-“ 
DAUGHTER «++ OH: ` 


AND KATLU KHAN CLOSED HIS EYES 
FOR EVER. 


AMAR CHITRA КАТНА DURGESH NANDINI 


Bankim Chandra Chatterji 


Se 


JAGAT SINGH AND TILOTTAMA WERE || 


UNITED IN MARRIAGE. ТУ) -- | / 
чи В 3 
Ё 


БА 


ІМ THE MONTHS THAT FOLLOWED, AN AGREE— 
MENT WAS REACHED BETWEEN THE PATHANS 


її“ 
( 


In the latter half of the nineteenth century, when British Rule іп India was at 
its peak, a few Englishmen were making merry in a moving train when one 
of them suddenly spotted a young Bengali in their compartment. He swag- 
gered up to Ше manand shouted,“How dare you travel in this compartment! 
Get out! Fast!” And he began pushing the man towards the door. 

Without a trace of panic, the man calmly turned round, faced the Englishman 
and said in a firm, quiet voice, “If you can show me how to get off a running 


| ( WELL, THEY ARE NOTHING | 
COMPARED TO THE JEWEL | 
YOU HAVE ACQUIRED 


| AYESHA’S GIFT | BEAUTIFUL, 
|70 TILOTTAMA | SISTER. THANK 
| WAS A CASKET 


OF PRICELESS 
JEWELLERY. 


train, I'll follow. you need any help, | can always give you a push.” 


The Englishman: n aback. No Indian had talked to him like that 
before. He hadn’t the faintest idea how he should react. So he murmured 
ar bled back to his companions. 


AFTER FOND FAREWELL'S, AYESHA LEFT 
GARH MANDARAN, 

THIS 15 THE ONLY PIECE 
OF JEWELLERY LEFT WITH 


ME NOW...THIS RING 
FILLED WITH POISON: 


AND | DON’T NEED 
IT. | HAVE FOUND 
PEACE AND 
HAPPINESS IN 
THE HAPPINESS 
OF JAGAT ынан 
AND TILOTTAMA. 


The young Bengali was none other 
than the poet and novelist Bankim 
Chandra Chatterji. It was his pen 
that gave us VANDE MATARAM — 
the song that inspired those who 
fought for our independence. 
Durgesh Nandini was his very first 
novel and he is revered to this day 
as the father of the Bengali Novel. 


